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strength by the Burmese. The defences of the
city were well arranged, formidable, and mounted
many guns. The 57th and 46th Native Infantry
attacked with some light field guns, and the right
wing of the former corps, leading the attack, being
heavily fired on, a number of sepoys fell and a tem-
porary check occurred, until Colonel Richards, with
Captain Martin, bringing up the whole of the re-
mainder of the column, the main stockades were
escaladed and two masonry temples occupied by
the enemy with cannon were captured with con-
siderable loss in wounded to the British troops,
amongst whom were Colonel Richards and Lieu-
tenant Brooke. This action dispirited the Burmese,
whose forces breaking up, a large number were
pursued and driven into the hills, while many threw
down their arms and settled quietly in Assam.
In June this year, the Burmese who had retreated
across the Patkoi range, finding the Singphos ready
to join them, returned and made a last effort against
Sadiya, but were worsted in an encounter at Bisa
by Captain Neufville with a wing of the 57th Native
Infantry, whose success was the means of libera-
ting some 6,000 Assamese captives. Between the
Burmese and Singphos, in the past five years it is
stated that upwards of 30,000 Assamese had been
enslaved and taken out of the country.

The Brahmaputra and the Surma valleys (Cachar)
had now been entirely cleared of the Burmese forces,
who were also ejected from Manipur by Raja Gam-
bhir Sing, and the unfortunate country now came
permanently under British rule, depopulated, starving,
and in the greatest misery. A writer on this country